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PAHO/WHO

News Flash

With the collaboration of the Ministries of Health of Haiti and the Dominican Republic and in
coordination with PAHO and USAID, the three Haitian FETP trainees traveled to the Dominican
Republic this past February to begin their field epidemiology training under the guidance of the
CDC consultant there. The trainees produced, perecoIs for three surveillance projects and will
Work on common health_proble s between® uthe, we countrles Subsequent trips to the
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In Nlcaragua -a case 'e ntrol study of chromc; renar fallure ampng sugarcane workers
conducted by the FETP t" inees has |dent|f1ed cbhsumptlon of. raw rum (following heavy
physical labor) as the pr’lnmpal risk factor. Addltlonal mvestlgatlons of the rum-making process

and possible contammants‘a@talﬂ planned. 1

From February 20/ to March 23, m’mn San j#a{ez—Vargas was temporarily acting as the
CDC consultant in Nicaragua. While there| She,1Mroduced a number of changes including a
weekly review of sur\1elllance data and increased fler activity to improve the productivity of the
Nicaraguan trainees.

Dr. Gloria Suarez,jzo_\w_c’WammEi Salvador is currently working with a trainee on the
cluster of deaths (twenty-five or more) in horses.and other equines. The initial working

diagnosis suspects Venezuelan equine engeph‘hhtls as the cause of those deaths.

In addition, Thirty-four Ministry of Health staff-in El Salvador successfully completed CDC's
“Principles of Epidemiology” course..sA/diploma ceremony recognizing this achievement was
conducted on March 21, 2002. ] 3

Trainees in Costa Rica have completeé‘ an‘inv [¢) er 3000 diarrhea cases in a
coffee growing area. It is suspected that the organism (Shig S introduced to the area by
migrant workers, which was then spread to th sident communities through poorly
maintained rural water systems; and thereafte propagated by contact within families.

Twenty-three staff from the Haitian Mlnlstry of Health including three Haitian FETP trainees
attended the second workshop of the Field Epldem|ol aining course held in Haiti from
April 2 to April 12. During the workshop, participants reviewed:basic epidemiglogical principles
through lectures and case studies, and learned about'public-health communication strategies

i i dual epidemiological projects
November 2001. Participants’
a_tu's of HIV/AIDS at a local
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Trainee Investigation

Diarrhea outbreak secondary to salmonella enteritidis during a wedding party, Alajuela,
Costa Rica. (Dr. Maria de la Paz Barbosa Arguello)

Background: An outbreak of diarrhea was reported in the community of Guacimo, Alajuela, in
November 2001. All the cases assisted to a wedding party, all the assistants ate the same
menu and 85% (170/200) of them got sick, 90% (152/170) required medical care, generating an
important impact in the commumty o
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Methods: A casercontrol study-was, condu.pt.ed usmg a precoded guestionnaire. A total of 94

people fulfilled the -case~definition (ﬁlarrhea vomatlng :and fever among assistants to the
marriage during the four. days after the party) and. 14 qcontrols were identified as the only
interviewers who did not;present symptoms. A ecorem“f the' seventy of the disease was defined
by assigning a value tos each of the symptoms, and to’ the duration of the incubation period. The
day after the outbreak, it was requested to pUAtlvate a portion of the main dish. Coproculture
was done to some of the Bébhiewho_p@\s‘gnted dlarrhea

Results: The frequency of signs and symptip’fmswf}e dlarrhea 89/94, abdominal pain 87/94,
fever 80/94, nausea 65/94, vomit 61/94. The ingested foods were: 1) rice with chicken, pork
meat and bologna shusage; 2) Lettuce salad, 3) Horchata (milk, cinnamon, and water rice) 4)
Cake. All the intervie te rice with meats, which made it necessary to determine the
association of the dlse%;Qs?e—ieYeen the cases who ate < 1 plate (reference level) and those
who ate 1 or more plaltes (OR=/6.67 IC=11. 21-40). When using 3 levels of ingested food, the
OR rose to 9.5 (IC95% 0.9-237/2) in cases’ WHQ ate 1 plate and OR= 5.25 (IC95% 0.75-45.35)
in those who ate > 1 plate (chi lsquare; for trend‘4 32 p<0.05). A positive association between
the severity of disease (mild, __qu' ite and -« sevére) and the 3 levels of food ingestion (chi
square for trend=21.79 p<0.05) wal und. Salmonella enterltldls was isolated in the main food
and in the samples of feces cultures. —~; A

with a high rate of attack and high exposur analysis of severity and -'dos,eresponse is of
greater support to link disease with exposures, 7 /

Calendar of Events for 2002*

April 15-26 2" FETP Module for 2" Cohort (location: Honduras)

April 29-May 10 4" FETP Module for 1°' Cohort (location: El Salvador)

June 2-7 Second TEPHINET International Scientific Conference (location: Madrid,
Spain)

*All dates are subject to change
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Congratulations!

The Post-Hurricane Reconstruction Project would like to congratulate
the following FETP- traing es for thew abstracts being accepted to the
Second TEPHINET I ernaﬂonai Sclemmc Conference that will be held
in Madrid, Spain, Jun 2-7, 2002 X N T

- 13

Dr. Maria de la Paz Barbosa Arguello I qr EllzabEIh Saenz / Dr. Xiomara Badilla
—(CostaRica) .
Dr. Raquel Pimentel Méndez j,laprmnlcan Republic)
Dr. Tomiris EstepaniBominican Republic)
I‘ Dr. Roberto Flores/(El Salvador)
Dr. Katia St.Vil (Haiti)
CarJos~AIdhso (Nicaragua)

'l {
Note: Additional FETP tramees may be accepted t3 present at the conference as “Latebreakers”.

Participants of the second workshop of the Field Epidemiology Training course in Haiti
(April 2-12, 2002)
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